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the Fifth day of \ſovember, 1651. 


BEING A DAY SET APART IN RE-: 
membrance of that Great Defiverance from 
the Gunpowder Treaſon. 
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y WILLTA 1M F ENKINS " Fonketinve Miniſter 0 fo. 
Chr rijt=Church London, ard late ax 7n the 1ower. 


Being the firſt Sermon  P. ti 


fince his Releaſernent. - 


Phil, 1. 21. For wwe to live is Chriſt, and to dye 5s gaine. 
3 Cor. 6. 20. For yee are bought with aprice* therefore glorifie 
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God in your body, and in your ſpirit, which are Goals. 
S. Chrif. Homil, 5. in Ep. ad Rom. 


having thexefore all things in him, 7 [ech na other Reward, 
for he is the Unverſall Reward, 
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1651. at Mary Alter - : 


manbwy- 


a. 


'Deuteronomie 32. Verſe 10, Later part of the | 
Verſe. 


| He found him in a defart rails and in "the wasSte 
owling Wilderneſſ'; he led hin abont.,, he initru- 
| Bed him, he RAP in as the Apple of his eye. 


08ES that man of G OD. 
being about to leave the 
| Wor d, bettows his Legacys 

* on his Freinds that were a- 
bout him,” arid it 48'a bleſſed 
thing indeed.” when we come 
to dye, to have that liberty of 

| Heart and Spirit, that we ay 

- be "—_ to others, and not to. have Oyle 
onely | forour own Lamps, bur to have ſome a {0 


forourF reinds. ED 


CY 2 
The Song that Moſes heremade was for to ingage 

the P ego eFt God moreftrongly and firmly ow 

God, "Or thoſe men that are unprofitable Perſons 

they dyc whilſt they live, but the Children of God 

that live to God, live when they dy, nay they live 

after De 

Thefe are n chis Text three things conlidera- 

ble. 

Firſt, The great preneſs and Readmeſs of the Peo- 

ple of God,to apoſtatize from him on all occaſions, 
Deur.32» 1-2» 25 you may Reeaolargotn) che tix firſt verſes of this 
34-52% Chapter. 

Secondly , By way of i ingageing them to ited= 
faſtneſs to God, he not ouly tells them of the pro- 
neſs of their Hearts to fall away from God, but 
ſhews them alſo the Goodneſs of Godin keeping | 

Deur. 33. 7,8, and preſerving them from apoltatizing from him, 
3 13.177,  Mthenextnine w_ 

_ Thirdly, Healſo lays down the Denunciati- . 

_ onofthe adgmentso God againſt thoſe that do 

y ngng from him, 1 in the following part. of -the 


| | ſhall ſpeake of the ſceond thing, and chat is the 
1 oodneſs of God to his rae! , which he ſets out 
l E-verall wayes, but more cf] pecially i in the Text, 
| which 1s two: wayes. 

: Furſt, Hisdiredting Goodneſs to his People. 
Secoudly, His protecting Goodneſs to his Peo- 


ls, 
' Firſt, His direQting .Goodnels , he hed th 
'S them about, he keepeth them, and inſtrudte 

| them , fayth theſpizit of God, tis moſt property 
un- 


(3) 
cmerfiood; Gads hedgipg- them.aboutiin all their 
journeys, and occaſi ons, he-1s. a Cloud by Day, 

rn Pillar of Fire by night to guid. them, he 15 

their Godand Guid. 

Secondly, God inſtructed them, and that two 
ways. | 

Firſt, be taught them to ſee the wickedneſs of. 
their own Hearts, by the goodneſs of his wayes, 
he watred them, and gave them waterout che 
Rock. and gave them Bread from Heaven. 'S 

Secondly, He inſtructed them in Laws of God 

m the Wilderneſs, as it is fayd, there was none 

like Jaco ; who had all the Statutes of God. 
Secondly, the Spirit of God doth not ſet out this 
| nts = 7 hb People by direCting them only,but 

7 protecting them alfo, as in the _ part of the 

ext which I ſhall principally inſiſt La at this | 
time. 

Firſt, For explication,out of which 1 ſhall draw 
ſome proper inferences for your own benefit. 

I. He kept them as the aple of hireye;; here = 

may ſee the #uompt love and goodneffe of 
preſerving his people; as you may {ee irr that ron 

.vouring Wildemeſle which the es Were in, 

where the Red Sea was before them,” and Pharoab 

with an Army behind them, and ſo many furious 

Beaſts in the Wilderneſſe round abont. them, rea- 

.dy to devoure them, yet their GOD preſerved 

them, and kept them as tender 24S the Able of hts 

{3 
- . Now for application, thereare three things, 


'B 2 Firſt, 


(4) 
- Firſt, Why the Church of God may be compa+ 
red to the apple of his eye. 
- Secondly, Why doth thecare of God extend it. 
ſelfe to Iſrael, as the care of the apple of theeye. 
Thirdly, God will exprefle his care to Ifrae], 
as men doe expreſle care to the Apple of their 
Eyec.. *6 
| If irſt, The Church of God may be compared 
tothe apple of the eye. | 
Firſt, Becauſe of 1ts meanneſle and ſmall efteem 
it hath in the World; ſo the apple of the eye is 
the.ſmalleſt part, and of as little eſteeme as any 
part of the whole body - What ? the apple of the 
eye? that's a very mean part indeed, and the ap- 


ple of the eye by reafon of its ſmalneſſe is. called 


in the Hebrew, ſhe little man in the eye. 

Secondly, The Church of God is ſinall in-its 
owne account, it accounts of it ſelfe but lowly, 
for thereis no high, ſelfe-advancing ſoule entei s 
into the Kingdome of God. 


3.. Tis ſmall-and Jow in the account of wicked 


men , nay of the Godly men themſelves, tis ſmall 

alſo-in/\compariſon of the few that go. to Heaven, 
and the number that run headlong to Hell, there 
goes but here one and there one, but one of a Fa- 
mily, and two of a. ribe, but therearemany that 
run into the Gulte of everlaſting perdition. 


2. Tis mean in regard of its blacknefs:for it iscon- © 
tinualy in mourning, and it is þlack.and black all o- 


ver with natural coruption,8 black with original 
Impurity,&black with actual rebellion againſt God 
&black with the adverſity of its condition here,as 

| well 
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| ſecution: this is the perpetuall habit and con 


there called, becauſe it holds forth a Pillar where- 
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well as in regard of its diſpoſition by reaſon —_ 
1tt- 

on of the Church of God, as long as it is on this 
ſide Chriſt, it is called Nigerrimms oculus ficculns, as 
long as ſhe 1s without her Saviour, ſheis defiled 
with much corruption , and will never lay off her 
mourning apparel}, till ſhearives at the beauty of 
Eternity. My 

Thirdly, the apple of the eye, tis niean by reas 
ſon. of the hiding oft ſelf, tis not alwaies ſeen : 
ſo the Church ot God is not alwates viſible by rea- 
ſon of its externall Condition or proſperity, as 
the goodneſs of God to his Enemies 1s no token of 
their being a true Church, ſo neither are the cor- 
rections of God to his people any token of Gads 
anger againſt his Church. | ef 
_ And the People of God are reſembledto the Ap- 
Pleof theeye. | ; 

1 In regard of their not appearing in themſelvs 
to others, I heir lifets hid-1in God, but when he who 


is their life ſhall appear, then ſball they alſo appear 


with him in Glory, they- are ſeparated from the 


world,as the grane 1s ſeparated-from the Chatfe. 


 Secondly;thereis a Reſemblance, between the 
Apple of the eye, and the Church, in regard of the . 
receptivitieof Light for the whole Body, the 


light of the Pody is the eye, -it directs the: whole 


mag, it keeps him from ſtumbling and falling; 


andby that he ſees todo the work which he hathz 


The Church of God is the Lanthorn-and Candle of 
Gods Ord nances, its the Pillar of truth, as 1t. 1s 


On. 


I Tim,3.15,. 


Pg 


£6) 


an God is pleaſed to hang'on the Proclamation of | 


his trath,in which he ſheweth bis word unto Jacob,fis 
Statutes and. his Fadgements to Iiracll : All. the 
World beſide fitsm darkneſs, and therefore'may 


Pſal, 147. 19. Well be filled with violence. | 


| Thirdly, In regard of its tenderneſs and weak- 
neffe, what more tender then the Apple of the 
eye, doe but touch it and it hurts 1t, yet you 
ce. ſuch things as are moſt tender are moſt 
fruitfull, ſheepeare very weak, let but one Woolfe 
in among(t them, and he will devoure many, yet 
they are very fruitfull, ſo Wormes are very weak 
and contemptible Creatures, though there be 
thouſands of them killed, yet ſtill there are abun- 
dance, though they are contemptible and weak, 
yet they are increaſing creatures. 
 -- So the people of God though they are weak 
and undervalued in the Eye of the World, yet they 
_ areanincreaſing People, and ſhall not be deſtroy- 
auſe all their Strength 1s in another. 
Fourthly, Thereis a Reſemblince between the 
Apple of the eye and the People of God, in regard 
of the Dearnefle and care a man hath of the Apple 
of his eye, there is no part of the body ſo dear to a 
man as that he had rather loſe any limbe of the Bo- 
dy, then fuſtain one prick ofa pin in the ey, and in- 
deed fo are the Church of God dear and pretious in 
the ſight of Chriſt, he hatha great care over them : 
farther ſaith he, Of all thoſe that thou haſt given me T 


have not loſt oxe. The People of God arc very deare 


to him, Su#pſor when he loſt his eyes, it made him 
_defire God that hg might be avenged of the Phil;- 


liſt Z45 2 
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which may be alſo ſayd to begivento: 


> 


liftins 3 And Sampſon called unto the Lord and ſayd, 0 Judg.16.18. 


Lord God remember me 1 pray thee, and Srengthen: ae. T 
pray onely this once, O God, that T may be once avenged 
of the PhiliStines for my two eyes. God will not ſuffer 
his people to be wronged. 

Secondly, Wherein 15 Gods care to his Church, 
expreſt as men expreſs care to the Apple of their 
eyes , in theſefollowing Conſiderations. 

Firſt, His Cura prote@7onis, his care of Prote- 
Ring them, is manifeſted to his Church and People 
as the care of mans protection to the Apple of his. 
Eye: He watcheth aud keepeth Iſracll which neither | 


ſumbers nor ſſeepeth. 


- Thereis a twofold Gift that God beſtows on 


| theeye, which likewiſe may be fayd he beſtowes 


on-his Church | 
- Fixſt, Inward ProteQion. 
.. Secondly, Outward Protetion, and more For- 
mall. | 
Firſt, Inward Protection God. beſtows on the 
ye, which are thoſe little Tunicles , as they call 
them, which are of divers ſorts, . and do much pres : 
ſerve the Eye. WE hun 
So God beſtows inward proreftion; which is 


ſtrength of Heart to bear their Afflictions ; I car do Phil:4.13. £1 


all things through Chriſt that 5trengthens wee, ſaith the Colol.1.11. 


Apoltle, and again, Strengthned with all might accor- 
ding to his Glorious power unto. all-patience .and Long- 


ſuſſering with Joyfmlueſs, this is ward Protettion, 


when being weake weare made ſtrong ! :- 
Seconaly.God gives theeye Qut wa 


' tion, '$S 
and that in ſeverall reſpects. Firſt, 
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Firſt, Inregard'of the Eye lid and the Haires of 


- iwhich-defends it and keeps it from Danger -- 


*Secondly , The Eye Brow :So alſo, theres a kind 
of Trench to take in the water that 1t may not 
offend it. | 

-*. Thirdly, The Armes tobe lifted up to defend 
it, and to apply a remedy toit L2e-b ={ 

- SoFirſt, Sometimes God is as the Eye lid to the 
Eye, he warnes his People of Dangers to come , 
that ſo they touch not his Church or people. 

: Secondly , when dangers do fall on his Church 
he protects them ſo, that they do not break” them 
in peices, it may be they bruiſe thema little,as it 
may be theeyebrow is black and blew, but1ttou- 
ches not the Apple of the Eye. SEE 

' Thirdly , Sometimes alſo, God gives his people 
Hands and Armes'to defend them againſt the Ene- 
mies of his Church. 


Secondly, in regard ofhis care of protecting his 


people and compaſſion to them : he 1s as tender of 


_ them as a Mother 1s of her ſucking child. Caz a wo- 


man forget her ſucking Chi'd, that ſhe ſhould not have 
compaſſzon on the Son of her Wombe 3, yea ſhe may forget 


get will Tot forget thee, faith the Lord: and again. 
all thcir AﬀliG ions he was aftlicied and the Angel! of his 


preſence ſaved. them, in his love and in his Pitty he-re- 


_ deemed them, and hebare them, and he carryed them all 
the dayes of old. It is between God and his Church 


as between two; Luteſtrings that are tuned orie to 
another.no40oner one1s:{truck bur the other trem- 
bles:SuchaSympathy4s there between Chriſt and 

yr EEOATI 7. I 
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his People, Saul Saul why perſecnteſt thou me , ſaith 
our Saviour, and the children of God will be ſo, 
when their brethren are perſecuted and afflicted. 

} Thirdly, in regard of a Sanative and healing care . 
Gcd hath to his People, whereby he Labours to 
Heale the wounds of his people. Comre let us return un- 
to the Lord, for he hath torn, and he will heal, he hath 
ſmitten, and he will bind us up. If there lye any 


orin thy ſpirit, God will poure Oyle into thy 
Wounds, and w1ll heale and recoyer thee. 
Fourthly , There 1s a vindicating care in God to 


Church, as in the Old Law, ' there was taken eye 
for eye, and tooth for tooth, ſo now God will have a 


long yet he will avenge himſelf on the enemies of his 
Church. And the longer he ſtayes, the more uſe he 
will require,For he that toucheth you, tonch:th the 
apple of Lb own eye, as if he ſhonld have fayd, he that 
toucheth my people, had as good have pur our hi: 


neck, he-doth not only thar which-is a vain thing, 
| but he ſhooteth up Arrows againſt Heaven,and they 
| < fall down upon his own head. | | 

. Thirdly , Why God expreſics ſuch great care to 
| his people, as men EX preſs care to the Apple of their 
| eye, here is threethings.tobe conſidered; | 
Firſt, Conſider what the Apple of the eye is in it 
ſelf. | 3 
1 . Secondly, Conſider what other things are to the 
| Appleaf theeye. - ÞPgr> 1123-2] 
| C Thirdly, 


| wounds in thy Body, or in thy Eſtate, or in thy name 


his people, he will wound thoſe that hurt his 


retaliation of puniſhment.and although he forbears - 


6, Hoſea r. 


Sa is ol 
2+ LUC, &, 


own eye, he doth but make a halter for his own 
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Thirdly, conſider what the Apple of [the Eye 
15to God. 

Firſt, Whatitis in 1t ſelfe, tis'an exceeding 
weak, and low thing, not able to endure a blow , 
tis very tender. So the people of God are in them- 
ſelves very weak and iow , and when none are able: 
todo good for them , then God ariſes and appears 
to help them. H 5:2 Cod jees the Oppreſſzor of the Poor 
and Needy then will be ariſe ard jet them in ſafety, ſays 
the 7/almiſt, andin another place, Who' rememore5þ 
us in our low condition, for thy mercy indureth for 
eVer. 

ASsit is with a ball, the higher it ariſes the harder 
it is {triken, ſo the higher the Enemies of God act 
again(t his people and church the harder will their 

puniſhment be. God will defend them. 

Secondly , What other things are to the Apple 
of the eye, they are annoyance to it, let but the 


leaſt ſand that 1s but get into the Eye, and it trou- 


bles and hurts it , or never fo ſmall a pibble ſtone 
touch the eye, and it offends it,nay the very wind 
offends 1t , if it blows but into it; and the Sun it 
ſelf's a great annoyance to it, fo the Devill that 

reat Enemy of Gods Church, is continually a 
Dcking ways, and means to offend Gods People, 
ſo that the Church of God is another 2/e/opoto- 


mia. 


Again, they are very hurtfull to the People of 
God, their hate 1s implacable againſt them, 4rriaxs 
agree with Heathens, and Sectaries agree better : 


with Heathens then with the People: of God, be- 
cauſe their ends are deſtruQtive to them; yet for 
| all 
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all that God he keeps them as tender as the Apple of 
his eye, Thaveinterefſt in thee; faith God, thou art .;,, pr. 0, 
mine;/iand 7 am» thine, we are hisby Eleion , he 
hath eteCted us to all Fternity , weare his by do- 4 
nation alſo, God hath given us to him; we are--his 
tooby purchaſe, he hath layd'down the price of the 7 Joh. 6. 
richeſt Pearl, he hath layd down his: deereſt' blood 
tor his People, he hath bought them with a price. 
And we are his likewiſe by ſtipulation, he hath en- 
tred into a Covenant for to prote& and defend us, 
and ProrcGton ( you know-) draws Legions after 16, Ezck, 8. 
ones” 2 1:2 FRG TIOR | 2! 
Laſtly, we are his tn regard of habitation; and al-_ 
{o m point of parricipation ; you know a man re- - 
gards his own, and cares not for anothers 3 {6 ifa 
Woman fee another womans Child crying or tum- 
bling in the dirt, why fatth thee, that 1s noneof ty 
child,” mt ie is in mine Armes; ſhe doth not'at all _ 
regard it- So fay fome, ts very ſtrange that God 
thould in the Scripture ſetdown'theftory of Jacob ,, Ge, 
a poor Country man ,' that he hada ewewes, and 
ind Lambs , ring ftteaked arid fportted and to take 
no notice of the Actions of the great Emperonrs 
of the World, this ſeems very ſtrange to fome, but 
this ſhews thewieh loveand Eftrmatron he bears 
to his gwn People: Fhus mich ſhall ſerve for ex- 


» . 


pheation; _ © nc es | 
_ Secondly ,* For” Informatjor. ; 
Firſt, to take notice oFthe great malice of the 
Eenemies of God. and Adverſaries of Chrift, that 
they will be content with nothing, but the Apple 
of Gods eye, whichts his People, and by how mu ra 
G2 the 
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the more they bear the Image of their Father in 
their Faces, ſo much the more vehemently do 
wicked men hate them, as1t1s witha Traytor, 
that is eſcaped out of the Country. where he com- 
mitted the Treaſon, yet if they can but get his p1- 
&ure they burn.it, ſo the enemiesof Chriſt rend., 
and tear his Church, and People, or any that. are 
like them. 

Secondly, Herein you may ſee the great Pati- 
ence of God in induring and ſuffering to have his 
tender Eye pluckt at, but. indeed. though it be 
ſtrange to us, yet he manifeſteth himſelf to be as. 
great a God in ſparing the Enemies of his Church 
- as in puniſhing them, for none but God could keep 
their hands off from them. But he is God and not 
Man, - therefore the Seed of Jacob ſhall not. be de- 
{troyed, he is God and not man, therefore ſhall the 
Seed of the Serpent be deſtroyed : We. thinks. 
it tedious, tolet our Enemies r1de on.our backs a 
few. yeares, but-conſider the year. of recompence 
1s to come., . his forbearance is no part ofpayment, 
God heis the greatelt Martyr in the World, he:ſuf- 
fers continually.1n regard of the ſimilitude which. 
is between him and his Members, ſhould he but 
give one little {lip of hand, they would fall in- 
to. Hell. yet he upholds them, he cauſeth the Sun 
to ſhine on the Juſt and on the Uniuſt , he letteth 
the Raine water their Habitations, Yet. this is no 
ar of his Love to them, therefore lert.us 
ſu —__ ſelyes to the good Will and pleaſure of 
God. RI: | 

Thirdly, another reaſon why God ſuffers his 

Church 


C13) 2 
Church and people to be ſo weak is3 becauſe his 


care may be the more ſeen in protedting them, and 


delivering them, that it may be ſeen to be done by 
the power of God and not of Man. 

Fourthly, God 1s wonderfully provoked by his 
People, when he ſuffereth his Eye to be pulled 
out by wicked men. Confider therefore if thy 
Eye, bath not been a wanton and a proud Eye. if 
it had not, God would never have done ſo. If one 
drop of Gall, could poſſibly make a ſtream of Ho- 


gy necer and loathſome : So one fin 1s enough to 
be 


ke Gofd very angry with his People. O, tis a- 
very vile thing of his People to ſin againſt him, 
he will chaſtiſe them with the Rod o f Man. 

Fifthly, Hereby you. may ſee the great Miſery 
of thoſe that haveno ſhelter to help them 3 men 
that have no Intereſt in God, hecaſts them off 
from his care, he hath as great a care ofthe Devils, 


 hecaſts them of by ſix and ſevens : But God be- 


{tows a gracious prefervation to his People, he 
keepeth them to his Everlaſting Kingdome. Ha- 


ving promiſe of the Life that now is, and of that which 1, Tim, 4, s., 


is to cone. The Wicked they are preſerved too, but 
how? as men are kept in Priſon till the day of 
Execution come. Think of this I bef{eech you that 
have no Intereſt in God, that he taketh no care of 
you : A woman when ſhe ſees anothers Child cry- 
Ing. takes no care as longas ſhe ſees her own quiet 
in-her Arms. And ſoa mans not much taken with 
the hearing of a fire that happeneth ſome twenty 
milesoff, {o long as his own Houlſeis free, he re- 


gardeth not another Mans. So its with God, they 
: = are. 


' 
' 
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are none of my People, ſaith he, It them go on, 
Gods Mercies to the Wicked are avenging Mer- 
cies, thus much ſhall ferve for Information 
Secondly, Now for exhortation, ſeveral let- 
ſons. 

Firft, By way of Duty : If the People of God be as 
deareto him as the apple of his eye, then let God 
be as deare to you as the apple of your cye, Godin 


his Ordinances, God in his Miniſters, God 1n his 


Servants, God in his Honour, God in his Glory. 
Say, Lord he that toucheth thefe touches. the ap- 
ple of thine eye, not becauſe they are my enemies 
Lord, but becauſe they are thy enemies, Lord if 
thy Honour be any way impaired, then the apple 
of mine eye 1s pricked, doth any of you do this ? 
Do any of you lay the ſufferings of Chriſt to 
heart? you fhould mourn and weep at theſe things 
as if the apple of youreye were hurt, when you 


fee God ſuffer by Herefies, Blaſphemies, and Pro- 


faneffe, you ſhould lay your own ſins alſo to heart, 


and ſay; Lord, whenl ariſe up in the morning t 


{in againſt thee,and when I lye down | offend thee, 
every corruption ſhould be as a thorn in yourFoor, 
or asa thorn In youreye, this isa gracious temper 
of a truely humble heart, 'twill ſay, Lord who will 
deliver me from this Body of ſin. | 
Secondly, By way. of exhortation, pleaſe not 
your ſelves in your Bodily protection, donot on- 
y give Cod the Casket of your Body, but give him 
thy Soul, fling it into the Arms of Chriſt,and com- 
mit thy Soul to him as to thy faithfull Creator. 


Say as our Saviour did : Tis agreat honour for a * 


man 
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man to be protector;to a Kings Son, but who will 
regard the protectorſhipof aBeggars Son, give 
thy Soul into the Hands of God, heis willing to.re- 
celve it, and ſay, Lord, keep my Soul, that my 
Soul may not offend thee in ſinning. 

Thirdly, labour to bring others under the kee- 
ping of God, it he be ſuch an excellent Keeper, 
ſay tohim, Lord keep thou my Husband, keep 
thou my Wife, Lord keep thou my Child, keep 


thou my Father, keep thou my Mother : you 


know 1t1s a very ſad Com plaint cf many in the 
World,that they have not mony wherewithall to 
keep them, but itsa far ſadder Complaint not to 
havea God to keep them, that is very ſad indeed. 


Fourthly, 1f God doth promile to keep thee, do 
not leave intreating him, let it be thy dayly prayer. 


to Chriſt Jeſus to keep thee dayly. The Prodigall 
Son was never better then when he lived with his 


- Father, twas better he thought to be one of his 


Fathers Servants, then to leave him, the Saints 


* and Servants of God, their worke day is better 


then the ſinncrs Holy day. | _ 

_ Fifthly,for ſome: good Directions. Let it be the 
cheife ſtudy of the People of God to be brought 
under this care of God, that he may be their Kee- 
per. Firſt be ſure you be Gods, every man loves 
that which is his own, ſo doth God love hisown: 
People..4rd they ſhall be mine. ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
in that day that I make up my Jewells, and 1 Will ſpare 
them, as a man ſpareth his own Sor that ſerveth him. 


We mult not be GOds only in a vifible Profeſſion, 


but in a reall Implantation. 1 know in viſible pro- 


fellion. 
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feſſion every one will be Gods, but thatis not e- 


_ noughtobe hisin regard of outward comphance 
only, but you muſt behis by inward alliance, to | 


kill fin, as well asto ſave your Soul. If a man have 
a woodden leg oraglaseyehe values not ablow 
on his leg, or a prick in his eye: So aman muſtnat 
beviſibly Chriſts only,but muſt change his nature, 
and be at union with him, and he muſt take Chriſt 
forhis Saviour and Lord, he muſt be Chriſts own 


ifheexpeCt mercy by him. nt 


Secondly, Be ſure that you be weak in your 
own eſteem, the appleof the eye 1s weak, there- 


_ fore ther's theeye lid todefend it from harm : ſelf 


diffidence is ſelf downfall. it is the humble Chriſtian 
that lies low in his own apprehenſion that ſtands 
before God longeſt. 
Thirdly, Be wary of all places and occaſions 
that may hurt you, for when you go into the way 
of temptation and ſin, youdo put your felfout of 
Gods protection, tisneither Gods way nor thy way. 
_ Fourthly, Labour to reſt quietly under his pro- 
tection, confide there : They truſted in the Lord, 
therefore he defended them, the People of God 
muſt dep2nd on him in troubleſome times, and 
then they will never bein trouble, they muſt com- 
mit their Souls to God as into the hands of a faith- 
full--Keeper, And then the greateſt hurt their 
enemies can do to them will proyetheir grearcſt 
good, though they may take away your Head, yet 
they cannot takeaway your Heart. 
Laſt 'of all, Reſt on God. And there reſt untill 
us wrath is over, I could here makea Sermon on- 


ly 


( 12:3 | 


ly of the deliverances God hath vouchſafed us 
of this. Kingdome.: And Icould ſhew you how we 
were once as theapple of Gods Eye, in weaknefſe 
and blackneſle, and in having dangerous: Enemies 
and they many, and: hurtfull, and how God'hath 
been pleaſed to beſtow on us his proteCting care, 
his compaſſionate care, his vindicating care, : For 
all which let us give God the glory of our praiſes, 
praiſehim-with your tongue, praife him with your 
hearts, praiſe him with your lips.' God ſaith, the 
Lyons ſhall dye for hunger, but Gods people ſhall 
not want, therefore let us not negle& the mercies 
of God, and regard. every. light afflition-; let 
us rejoyce in -the ſight of. God and blefle and 
praiſe his name forall his.mercies, it-i$not. with 
the Devils good-will that we have another fifth 
of November” for. asheretoforehe. laboured | to 
deſtioy. us y the Papiſts, ſonow he-dotli his en- 
deavourto do it.by Herefies, .and filthy blaſpne- 
mies againſt the name of God, but the praiſes of 
his People. are the tribute which God, expects, I 
ſay, again let us' praiſe God withour- Tongues, 
Hands and Hearts : Let the praiſes of God be 
ſeen in our converling on what God hath do ne. for 
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_ An Apology tothe Reader. 


SH riſts an Reader. entring into a ſerious Conſidera- 
«tion of publiſhing this Sermox, and conſrdering 
with nyſelfe, the great benefit that may redourd to 
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the Church and People of God by it ,and{uppoſing that the 


Author thereof wou'd not publiſh it., Fhave adventrured to 
make it publick, for by this means that which was delive- 


red then only to a few,by the-publiſhing of it, Multitudes 


ay be built up to a higher degree, of ſtedfaftneſſe and 
reſolution in God, who hath fuck a Ki ES care 
over his prople,and indeed it-is very nſeful for theſe back= 
fiiding times wherin we live;wher it ts ſoctommunr a thing 
for mere to falloff from Gorbs cabidind protetFion, and to 
rei wholy'in: the firength of nun. 4rd althongh God doth 
hold forth hingſelfe ſo comfortably i1r his holy word, unto 
his People, that he will be their God and guid, to dire 
and proteF them in all their waies, and doth promiſe 
them. ( as isfhewn in th is Portion of Scripture, which is 


here handk:dto be their Tuſtruffor, and ProteFor, and 
. will keep them as tender as the Apple of his eye, yet to our 
ſhame be it ſpoken, we ape ſo apt to apoStatiſe from God, 


that we ſet light by his Fatherly tenders and proffers un- 
fo us. And indeed one of the cheifeſt ends and purpoſes, 
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erfull have the Mercies of God been 
in preſerving his Church and People, as he hath done by 
preſerving us from that Helliſh Powder plot,befides many 
other mercies and deliverances he hath beſtowed on us, 
at ſnudry other tires, O then let us not forget theſe his 
Deliverances beſtowed on 1s, let them not be beſtowed 
> in vain, but labour to requite theſe his loving kindneſſes, 
and labour to abound more and more in every Worke to- 
| wards God. Tr this ſhort Serypan you may finde many 
Comforts, - if you live-tze rg, God perſecuting 


tintes, here is great comfort for you, God ſtill keep you as 
the Apple of his eye, here you may ſee the danger thou run- 
eſt into by apoſtatizing from God. tobe ſhort, this Ser- 
'Þ:- mon afords variety of Comfort, you may ſee alſo the Pro- 
| tolling, Diretting, Compaſfint; mt preſeFonig Care 
God hath of his People, whereby you may be incouraged 
to a more cheer full dependance on: him. Reader, let me 
| deſere thee to read it over, and meditate ſeriouſly on what | 4 
| thou readeſt,and thou mays reape Benefit by it, fruſtrate * _ 
not the Authors intent, who when he preached it inten- Wo. 
ded the Benefit of his Hearers, and give God the glory of 
\ all, for my own part, let me deſire thee to paſſe by the 
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efteemneth himſelfe to be a Servant. to the Sernaur 
wh0 ejteemeth himfelfe to rUant a 
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